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How do we go beyond welcome to build compassionate, authentic, and equitable communities?
In Beyond Welcome: Building Communities of Love, editor Linnea Nelson and contributors
dream of a future Unitarian Universalism that upholds abundant love and universal justice within
every community. Through personal and collective reflections, these heartfelt essays tell stories
of how it feels to be in Beloved Community while prompting readers to imagine what it will take
to get us there. The lived experiences of these hopeful Unitarian Universalists—ministers,
religious professionals, and laypeople alike—illuminate the relevancy of liberation in each and
every one of our communities. Examining both the joys of community and the responsibilities we
have to one another, Beyond Welcome provides clarity about current structures and behaviors
that create barriers to equity in our faith communities as a passageway to building foundational
structures of love and liberation.With questions designed for both personal reflection and group
discussion, Beyond Welcome is a powerful and necessary resource for all looking to live into the
essence of community.
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Once more we form the circleShoulder to shoulderAgainst the cold nightBreaths risingFlames
passingCandle to candleHands sheltering the tender lightAgainst the night windEyes reflecting
flameVoices lifting “Silent Night”And when my light blows outAgainYou offer yours— Kristen
Moyer, “Under the Night Sky”



IntroductionThe experiences and perspectives you will read in this book deliver vital truths in
Unitarian Universalism. Beyond Welcome: Building Communities of Love explores liberation
through personal and collective reflections on belonging. These heartfelt essays explore the
essence of what it means to each author to be in Unitarian Universalist community. They provide
clarity about our current structures and behaviors and a way forward in love and justice. The
lived experiences of these hopeful Unitarian Universalists illuminate how the work of liberation is
relevant in every one of our faith communities. Through story and example, readers of this book,
especially groups who read it together, will find more ways to live into the essence of Unitarian
Universalism.With each essay, it becomes clearer that our work is not done. If we cultivate a
Buddhist beginner’s mind and recognize that we are always just beginning, we can fully
appreciate and honor our faith’s past dedication to civil rights, our Welcoming Congregation
program, and the other ways Unitarian Universalists have created a more inclusive world, while
still recognizing that our work is ongoing.Our recent experiences with a global pandemic,
political turmoil, and the increasing visibility of ongoing and violent cultures of oppression
compound our yearning for Beloved Community. The experiences recounted in this book are
varied and personal. Each essay begins with a question that invites personal consideration,
such as “What are my own experiences in community?” Before you read the essay, take a few
moments to reflect deeply on the question. Discover whether you are tapping into abundance or
scarcity, love or fear. And each essay also ends with a question, this time one that invites a
collective response, such as “How does my congregation or organization need to change culture
or structures in order to allow everyone to fully engage and belong?” Reflect on and respond to
this question with a partner or a group. If you serve on a board or committee that is reading the
book together, take time in each meeting to reflect on one of the essays, to learn from the
essayist and one another, and to add to your collective wisdom. These conversations will spur
the building of fair and equitable congregational systems and reimagine power structures to
create authentic relationships. They will open your hearts to the shared liberation that creates
true belonging.These essays were written just before and during the COVID-19 pandemic,
during which we were experiencing the additional challenge of learning how to create
community while physically distanced. Even as we struggle to remain connected online, we are
being challenged to go beyond merely welcoming people. By taking a closer look at both the
joys of belonging and the responsibilities we have to one another, we can use this time to
develop a spiritual power that will sustain us in the work of justice.We have so much to learn
about being together. Elandria Williams, former co-moderator of the UUA, upholds the relevance
of this work and helps us recognize that it is just beginning: “We’re actually going to put all our
organizing at work in how we build community, how we build spaces of restoration, how we
actually help each other realize we are worthy enough to be restored and well… . You can’t have
abolition if you don’t have free space. And if we’re not liberated as individuals and as people and
as community, we’re not gonna be liberated. Period. Cuz we don’t know what that feels like.”As
we begin again to learn how to create communities of collective love and influence, we will be



transforming the remnants of historically power-centric policies. Dr. Mark Hicks notes that
“congregations want to ‘close the gap’ between their aspirations and the challenging reality of
actually becoming multiracial, multicultural, theologically and generationally diverse spiritual
communities.” We can do this by going “beyond welcome” as a faith community, to work shoulder
to shoulder as we create foundational structures to live into liberation.We need to ask ourselves,
“Who is asking to be a part of our Beloved Communities? What is holding them apart?” These
essays will call you and your community to focus on the barriers and equity issues in your own
faith community and to honestly wrestle with these questions. I hope they prompt you to discuss
how to make worship more accessible to more people, how to build leadership teams that
represent the community you aspire to be, and how you will listen more deeply to one another in
order to support and engage the entire community. We will learn new ways of being together that
live out the dreams of Unitarian Universalism.This work is impossible to do alone. So I highly
recommend that committees, boards, teams, and small group ministries read and reflect on
these essays together. All of us must learn from one another to see more clearly the structures
that too often remain invisible to the individual. Together we can free ourselves from the burdens
we have inherited. Everyday structures that are often invisible to those in power can be
reimagined to create more positive environments that foster our collective strength.These
essays are gifts from their authors. It is rare that any one of us can hear directly and personally
from so many people who are willing to share their experiences so intimately. I acknowledge that
no single voice represents any group of people, any single identity, or even any specific
intersection of identities. Each writer is reflecting on their own experience and binding it to hope
for our future. May these voices lift us to appreciate the intersection of our identities and
experiences to form more loving, compassionate, authentic, and equitable communities.Linnea
Nelson, April 2021

Built Through TrustRev. Manish Mishra-MarzettiWhat are the requirements of membership in the
places you belong?Belonging as elitism“Membership has its privileges,” the slogan of the 1980s
American Express ad campaign, concisely captures the way that belonging can define who has
access to something elite and worthy of holding onto and who does not. When we notice that
belonging is often delicately intertwined with power, privilege, access, status, and resources, we
begin to see how it can become a form of social currency that can be owned and bestowed. If
doing so benefits me, I can make you feel special, make you feel that you belong, and if doing so
becomes inconvenient, if it does not meet my needs, I can withdraw my acknowledgment that
you belong. Who belongs and who does not belong becomes a tool in the mediation of control,
power, and resources: an extension of capitalist and colonialist domination-oriented thinking.
New and “different” individuals are treated with distrust; they must prove their worth and earn
their place.This worldview deeply informs certain approaches to belonging. In our Unitarian
Universalist circles, we might encounter, at times, questions related to the financial sustainability
of a community. Invariably, at that juncture, outreach strategies and newcomers are invoked.



Whether it is directly articulated or not, the premise behind these comments is that we need new
people in the community because we need their money. Offering others a sense of belonging
becomes a financial strategy. Or, perhaps, the same cadre of congregational leaders is tired
from having led the same programs and activities for so long. Here too, invariably, the
conversation turns to newer people in the community: how do we get new people to lead the
activities and programs that have been beloved, in the same way that the familiar leaders have?
In both of these scenarios, newer members are framed, explicitly or implicitly, as a commodity —
a commodity that has utility for those who already belong. In his conceptualization of the
“categorial imperative,” the philosopher Immanuel Kant spoke vociferously against treating other
human beings as a means to an end. We are not actually honoring the humanity of others when
we do so; we are treating them like an “it,” an object of benefit to us.Part of our work, as a people
committed to the inherent dignity and worth of all, is to examine and confront implicit and explicit
human constructs that lift up some people as more worthy than others. Our natural desire to
honor our individual uniqueness and personal gifts need not come at the cost of placing others
beneath us or treating others as a means to an end. There is a better way.Belonging as an
unconditional facet of existenceIn 2010, I attended a traditional Shoshone gathering, knowing
only one or two people there. I was a total newcomer, and yet I found myself embraced and
greeted warmly, with smiles, by virtually everyone I encountered. Meals were shared. Songs and
teachings were shared. I was offered opportunities to speak and share my journey with others. I
was given gifts by people who I have never seen since then. Feeling so profoundly included and
welcomed in this way was both beautiful and staggering. No one was expecting anything from
me in return for the warmth I was greeted with. I was treated as if I fully belonged because, in this
spiritual-theological worldview, I did. I belonged because I showed up, because I chose to be in
community with others.What I encountered in this particular circle was what I have consistently
encountered in Indigenous wisdom traditions around the world: belonging is not a commodity, a
form of social currency, that is owned or hoarded; it is not something that I must wrest from the
world or others around me. Belonging, in this very different framework, is implicitly woven into
the fabric of all that exists. There is nothing on our planet that does not belong, and all that exists
is finely interconnected and interrelated. Would I tell the first spring robin that it doesn’t belong
on my lawn? Would I tell an earthworm that the ground it lives in belongs to me and not to it? Of
course not. In this worldview, we belong, and others belong to us, because we coexist: we share
space, we share our lives, we share the nature-given resources of this world with one
another.Intertwined coexistence, rather than elitism, can provide a very different grounding for
our sense of belonging. Elitism invites us to bolster our own self-esteem by controlling and
limiting who belongs. In contrast, honoring our coexistence, together in community, invites me to
unconditionally honor your worthiness because you are here, in community with me; because
you are navigating fundamental human needs and concerns, the same as me. I, then, have to
trust that you will reciprocate and honor my humanity and dignity in a similar way. Belonging, in
this worldview, rests in, and is defined by, a sense of mutuality.Embodied communities of



practiceMutual regard, concern, and trust have no meaning as purely intellectual constructs.
They must be embodied and brought alive through our words and deeds. Because of this, I often
refer to Unitarian Universalist communities as “communities of practice.” Framed by rigorous
thought and defined by our commitment to love, community is the place where we practice
bringing alive our most cherished values. Without that embodiment, the values we espouse are
merely theoretical.

Beyond Welcome Building Communities of Love Linnea nelson pdf Beyond Welcome Building
Communities of Love Linnea nelson summary Beyond Welcome Building Communities of Love
linnea and Beyond Welcome Building Communities of Love Beyond Welcome Building
Communities of Love linnea quandt Beyond Welcome Building Communities of Love
linnea quigley Beyond Welcome Building Communities of Love linnea berthelsen beyond
welcome building communities of love beyond welcome meaning ministries beyond welcome
welcome beyond spain beyond 2 souls welcome to the cia batman beyond welcome to my world
welcome beyond uk beyond two souls welcome to the cia just beyond welcome to beast island
welcome beyond puglia you are beyond welcome beyond skyrim bruma welcome to cyrodiil
welcome beyond portugal beyond yoga welcome code bed bath and beyond welcome coupon
bed bath and beyond welcome mat bed bath and beyond welcome box bump club and beyond
welcome box

BLUU Notes: An Anthology of Love, Justice, and Liberation Comfort and Reflection: In a Time of
Separation and Loss Defund Fear: Safety Without Policing, Prisons, and Punishment The
Unitarian Universalist Pocket Guide: Sixth Edition Search: A Novel How to Love the World:
Poems of Gratitude and Hope Spiritual Direction 101: The Basics of Spiritual Guidance An Afro-
Indigenous History of the United States (REVISIONING HISTORY) The Racial Healing
Handbook: Practical Activities to Help You Challenge Privilege, Confront Systemic Racism, and
Engage in Collective Healing (The Social Justice Handbook Series) The Secret Lives of Church
Ladies How to Tell a Story: The Essential Guide to Memorable Storytelling from The Moth
Radical Dharma: Talking Race, Love, and Liberation Spiritual Guidance Across Religions: A
Sourcebook for Spiritual Directors and Other Professionals Providing Counsel to People of
Differing Faith Traditions Emergent Strategy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds Poet Warrior: A
Memoir We Will Not Cancel Us: And Other Dreams of Transformative Justice (Emergent
Strategy Series Book 3) See No Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love Not
"A Nation of Immigrants": Settler Colonialism, White Supremacy, and a History of Erasure and
Exclusion

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/vqkYM/Beyond-Welcome-Building-Communities-of-Love


Penny Hackett-Evans, “Important questions for UU churches!. I think of myself as pretty informed
and aware of issues around inclusion in the UU church. And, as I made my way through this
book, I kept finding surprises and new information to consider. I would sit down and say I’m
going to read one chapter – and then I would see the subject of the next chapter or the author
and decide I HAD to read that. I finished the book in two sittings!I especially liked the range of
expertise that the various contributors brought to the overall topic of inclusion. From an interview
with a 10 year old about what does community mean, to chapters written by well-known UU
ministers and lay people about subjects ranging from sensitivity and inclusion in the area of
gender identity, anti-racism, including youth in the community, Islamophobia, family worship,
sacred cyberspace and more.As mentioned in the introduction to the book, I think it would be an
excellent resource for UU church committees who are wrestling with doing more than just giving
a newcomer a special name tag and a warm welcome the first two weeks they show up. This
book has specifics about how to delve deeper into the questions that bedevil us all about how to
be truly inclusive in a meaningful way. Each chapter has one thought-provoking question to
consider relevant to your own individual congregation.I look forward to seeing how my own
congregation might embrace the questions asked in this book!”

The book by Linnea Nelson has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 4 people have provided feedback.
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